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The International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI) has declared the year 2018 as the International Year of the Reef (IYOR 
2018). It provides an excellent opportunity and platform for the member countries to interact and share their scientific 
knowledge for the conservation of coral reefs, as best described in its theme: ‘identify and implement effective 
management strategies for conservation, increased resiliency and sustainable use of coral reefs’. In support of this, the 
Administration, Union Territory of Lakshadweep is organizing an International Conference on Status and Protection of 
Coral Reefs-2018 in collaboration with the Zoological Survey of India.

Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change

SCOPE
Coral reefs are treasure troves of the world seas. No other ecosystem on 
Earth is as valued for their aesthetics and biodiversity as coral reefs, which 
are currently facing severe threat of depletion of great consequences for 
their immensely rich biodiversity.  Status of world reefs indicates that it has 
lost more than half of their coral cover over the last two decades due to 
direct or indirect anthropogenic pressures associated with climate-change 
mediated bleaching that is increasing to huger dimensions to become “one 
of the great tragedies of the modern world.”  

Protection of coral reefs in our marine environment is possible only through 
a “collective will” to curtailing the rate of progression of global warming, as 
alongside it requires field-level implementations of science-based policies 
with a view with a view to conserving the biodiversity and ecosystem 
benefits. 

The International Year of the Reef-2018 is designed to raise awareness 
about the importance of, and the threats to, coral reefs and associated 
ecosystem. It further draws plans to promote partnerships between 
governments, the private sector, academia and civil society, and share 
information on best practices for the sustainable coral reef management.

The Administration, U.T. of Lakshadweep had organized two 
STAPCOR Conferences in 1998 and 2008 in support of the 
deliberations as International Year of the Reefs in 1997 and 
2008.  The hosting of STAPCOR–2018 is in commemoration 
with the third International Year of the Reef (IYOR 2018).

BACKGROUND



TRAVEL & ACCOMMODATION 
The organizers will make travel arrangement from Kochi 
to Bangaram Island and back as well as accommodation 
at Bangaram Island during the period of the Conference.

1. Coral Reefs – Global Scenario: past, present and 
the future

2. Status of Reef – Region-wise in Indian Ocean

3. Coral Reef Biodiversity -  Mapping, conventional 
and molecular taxonomy, cryptic species and 
species boundaries

4. Coral Reef Conservation – Potential tools, 
understanding resilience, conserving genetic 
diversity, sustaining functional capacity and 
restoration

5. Value addition through people’s participation – 
citizen science, tourism, sustainable use and 
community based management

6. Science-based Policy Frameworks and 
Management Intervention for coral Conservation 
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Further details: 
Dr. R. Rajkumar, ZSI, Chennai - Mobile: +919445395077
Email: raj@zsi.gov.in
Dr. B. Tripathy, ZSI, Kolkata – Mobile: +919477942292
Mr. Abdul Raheem, DE&F, Lakshadweep
Mobile: +919496411555

Contact: 

The Director
Zoological Survey of India
M-Block, New Alipore
Kolkata – 700 053, INDIA

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION  
Papers and posters are solicited under the broad themes 
of the conference. The deadline for the submission of 
abstracts is on 1 September 2018. The specifications 
for the electronic copy of the posters are provided in 
the web page: www.stapcor.in. The papers and posters 
can be submitted at the webpage. The participants shall 
be informed about the acceptance of the abstract and 
the confirmation of their registration on or before 10 
September 2018

THEMES

VENUE
Bangaram, Union Territory of 

Lakshadweep, INDIA


