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This public event marks IYOR 2018, International Year Of the Reef, 

and raises awareness about very precious ecosystems threatened 

with extinction.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

has long been involved in the conservation of coral reefs ecosystems. 

29 natural marine sites are listed as UNESCO world heritage sites 

including the Great Barrier Reef in Australia and the Phoenix Islands 

Protected Area in Kiribati. What is at stake in their preservation is 

immense.

A study made public by UNESCO in 2017 predicts that all these sites 

might suffer severe annual bleaching and would thus stop hosting 

functioning coral reef systems by the end of the century.

“Coral reefs, a challenge for humanity” is the work of 

photographer Alexis Rosenfeld and journalist Alexie Valois.

It bears witness to the beauty of these jewels of biodiversity, it 

presents scientific monitoring missions, and stresses the importance 

— for each and everyone of us — of preserving coral reefs of all 

oceans.

This exhibition also announces the United Nations Decade of 

Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030). In the 

face of ocean degradation, it is becoming increasingly urgent 

to find scientific solutions allowing to understand the changes 

at work and end the decline of oceans, the largest ecosystem 

of our planet. Coral reefs are an essential element of ocean life. 

 

Coral
Reefs

A CHALLENGE FOR HUMANITY

A  P H O T O  E X H I B I T I O N  B Y  A L E X I S  R O S E N F E L D

AS PART OF WORLD OCEANS DAY ON JUNE 8, 2018, 
UNESCO AND ITS INTERGOVERNMENTAL OCEANOGRAPHIC COMMISSION 

HAVE THE PLEASURE OF HOSTING THE PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION :
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On the occasion of IYOR 2018, 

International Year Of the Reef 

and World Oceans Day (June 8), 
this open access exhibition offers 
visitors to visually immerse in the 
wonderful, little-known world of 
coral reefs.
Photographer Alexis ROSENFELD 
has used special techniques to 
render underwater landscapes in 
their beauty, dimension and the 
importance they have for all of us.

Coral reefs have never been 

shown this way. This exhibition 
allows everyone to admire 
these exceptional natural sites, in 
the Red Sea, in the Indian Ocean, 
the Pacific and the Atlantic Ocean.
 

On the fences of the UNESCO 
headquarters, Place de Fontenoy, 
and triptychs, large format 

photographs are invitations to go 

on an underwater stroll.

Texts and filmed interviews, stories 

and 360° photographs… to access 
via one’s smartphone by scanning 
QR codes provide further elements 
of comprehension.

AN IMMERSIVE, MULTIMEDIA PHOTO EXHIBITION

INSTANT ACCESS TO VIDEO COVERAGE  
and 360° PHOTOS BY SCANNING THE QR CODES ON THE DISPLAYS.

Les coraux sont des organismes vivants 

très sensibles aux changements 

environnementaux, notamment au 

réchauffement des eaux de surface. 

Quand un phénomène  

climatique extrême comme  

El Niño fait anormalement grimper  

la température des océans, le corail est 

en état de stress. Il suffit parfois de 0,5 C  
 1 C supplémentaire.  

Ses compagnes symbiotiques,  

les micro-algues, cessent alors de 

produire les pigments photosynthétiques 

essentiels, meurent ou sont expulsées. 

Les colonies de coraux deviennent 

blanches, seuls restent les exosquelettes 

calcaires. Si ce blanchissement massif 

dure plusieurs semaines, 

les coraux qui ne peuvent vivre sans 

les algues succombent définitivement. 
Et tout l’écosystème récifal est 

menacé. D’après une étude de 

scientifiques australiens, les épisodes de 
blanchissement ont été multipliés par dix 

depuis les années 1980.  
Le réchauffement climatique, 

la fréquence et l’intensité d’El Niño, 

sont actuellement les principaux 

responsables du déclin 

des récifs coralliens.

What is the impact 
of global warming 
on coral reefs ?

Corals are living organisms which are 
very sensitive to environmental changes, 

notably rising sea surface temperature. 

When extreme climatic events like  

El Niño suddenly cause a rise in sea 

water temperatures, coral gets stressed.  
An additional 0.5 C or 1 C can be 
enough. When it occurs, micro-algae — 

the symbiotic associates of corals — stop 

producing photosynthetic pigments, die 

or are expelled by coral polyps.  

Coral colonies then turn white as only 
their calcareous exoskeleton remains. 

In case massive bleaching should 

last for weeks for several weeks, the 
corals, which can no longer live without 
algae, simply die. The entire coral reef 

ecosystem is threatened. According to 

an Australian scientific study, the number 
of bleaching events has increased 

tenfold since the 1980’s.  
Global warming, the frequency and 
intensity of El Niño, are currently the main 

factors in the decline of coral reefs. 

Mort du récif aux Maldives après un épisode de blanchissement.
Dead reef in Maldives after a massive bleaching episode.

Vivant, ce récif corallien en Mer Rouge est une réserve de biodiversité.
Alive coral reef is a biodiversity reserve, here in the Red Sea.

Scannez et découvrez  
des informations complémentaires  

Regardez le multimédia (vidéo, 360 , 3D)  
sur votre smartphone 

RECIFS CORALLIENS
U N  E N J E U  P O U R  L’ H U M A N I T É

   CORAL REEFS
A  C H A L L E N G E  F O R  H U M A N I T Y

Quel est l’impact du 
réchauffement climatique 

sur les récifs coralliens ?

Coraux atteints par le blanchissement.
Coral bleaching episode.

Les anémones aussi blanchissent 

sous l’effet du réchauffement.

Affected by the global warming, 
sea anemones bleach too.

En trois phases, vie et mort 

d’une colonie de corail.

In three stages, 

life and death of a coral colonie.

Scan and discover  
complementary information 

Watch a multimedia (video, 360 , 3D)  
on your smartphone

Coral
Reefs

A CHALLENGE FOR HUMANITY

 SCAN 
& DISCOVER
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Today, half of the world’s coral reefs are in critical state, affected as they 
are by pollution, degradations, overfishing, ocean acidification and global 
warming. These wonderful ecosystems — home to 30% of ocean flora and 
fauna — are facing extinction.

THE BIODIVERSITY Of CORALS REEfS IS A mARINE EQuIVALENT 

Of THE TROPICAL RAINfOREST.

THE LIfE Of 500 mILLION PERSONS DEPENDS ON CORAL REEfS

AN ISSUE OF CONCERN

An exhibition to discover life at the heart of the reefs, 
TO BETTER uNDERSTAND : 

• What coral is,
• The astounding variety of corals,
• The services they provide :
   food, health, tourism, shore protection
• The threats posed by human activity and global warming 

BY fOLLOWING :

• Research teams studying corals
• Enthusiasts eager to preserve corals

What do we really know on these biodiversity niches ?
What part do they play in oceans ?
How important are they for humanity and the general balance of the planet ??

Coral
Reefs

A CHALLENGE FOR HUMANITY

Press kit - Exhibition “Coral reefs, a challenge for humanity”  © Alexis Rosenfeld / Divergence images 4



Throughout the world, specialists are drawing attention to coral reefs 
threatened by global changes (rising temperatures and all types of 
pollutions). As a journalist and photojournalist we went looking for answers 
to better understand the role of these ecosystems on the planet and the 
importance of the protection of coral reefs and the living species they 
harbor. This photographic and multimedia work focuses on the beauty 
and fragility of these amazing life-filled marine environments. We have met 
persons involved in the study and protection of coral reefs in the Maldives, 

a year after a major coral bleaching episode, in the southern Red Sea, 
in the Saint Martin national reserve after hurricane Irma, in the Mayotte 
lagoon with the team of the marine natural park, in French Polynesia and 
in the Philippines at the Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park which has been 
strictly protected for 25 years. Of our underwater reporting we are bringing 
back “coral landscapes” to raise awareness in those who do not have the 
opportunity to see them for themselves. 

Photojournalist and submarine photo specialist. 
For the past 20 years, his work has regularly 
been appearing in the French and international 
magazine press.
He produces corporate stories for major 
companies.
He also co-authored “Iles pionnières”(Actes Sud) 
and “Madagascar, l’île océan” (Autrement).

Alexis Rosenfeld is a member of Divergence 
Images.

Magazine press writer. She has been working with 
the French magazine press for 25 years through 
the Gamma Presse Images agency and is now 
a regular contributor to Le Figaro magazine,  
Le Parisien magazine, VSD.

Since 2009, to complement her work with 
recognized professional photographers, she has 
been producing multimedia web stories.

Alexis ROSENfELD Alexie VALOIS

http://alexievalois.free.fr/http://www.divergence-images.com/alexis-rosenfeld/portfolios.html

OUR APPROACH

“ 
“ 
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IOC-uNESCO
The Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of uNESCO

The Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO 
promotes international scientific cooperation to ensure the best 
knowledge leads to the conservation and sustainable management of 
our ocean and its resources. 
UNESCO’s IOC works to coordinate ocean-related activities in its 149 
Member States. Since its creation in 1960, the IOC has been providing 
expertise in all ocean basins toward conserving ocean health, 
coordinating observing and early warning systems, ensuring ecosystem 
resilience to climate change and constantly developing knowledge of 
emerging ocean issues. 

On behalf of the United Nations, the IOC is leading preparations of the 
United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development 
(2021-2030), mobilizing the scientific community, policy-makers, 
businesses and civil society around a programme of joint research and 
technological innovation for the benefit of our planet.

http://ioc.unesco.org

IS SUPPORTED BY :
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NAuSICAA 

NAUSICAA, which is a major tourist attraction in the Hauts-de-France 
region, is beginning a new chapter in its history. Visitors will find an 
extraordinary tank with a capacity of 10,000 m3 offering a voyage on 
the high seas. Nearly 60,000 creatures will be on display in the10,000 m² 
of exhibition space. A further 22,000 creatures will be added to the iconic 
species that are already there.
NAUSICAA is much more than just an aquarium… It is a Centre where the 
unique marine environment can be discovered in a fun, educational and 
scientific way, with a primary focus on the relationship between Mankind 
and the Sea. 

The expansion of NAUSICAA is based around a BIG TANK which will 
recreate the ecosystem of the high seas. Management of the high seas 
is one of the major issues of the 21stcentury. Visitors will see vastness here: 
a powerful and living Ocean. The area resembles the island of Malpelo 
off the coast of Colombia.

www.nausicaa.fr

IfRECOR 

french Initiative for Coral Reef

Initiated in march 1999 under the Prime’s Minister decision, the French 
Initiative for Coral Reef – IFRECOR is the French declination of the 
International Coral Reef Initiative – ICRI.
IFRECOR’s vocation is to promote and act for coral reefs’ protection and 
sustainable management, as well as their associated ecosystems, sea 
grass beds and mangroves. It is the first network of actions and exchanges 
between French overseas reef territories :
Guadeloupe, Saint Barthélemy, Saint Martin, Martinique, in the Atlantic ; 
Mayotte, La Réunion, and les Iles Eparses (TAAF) in the Indian Ocean ;

La Nouvelle-Calédonie, la Polynésie Française, Wallis and Futuna islands 
and Clipperton in the Pacific.
IFRECOR is placed under the co-presidency of the ministers in charge of 
ecology and overseas, respectively. Its governance is built on a network 
of 8 local committees and one national one. Every 5 years, IFRECOR 
adopts an ambitious and innovative program of actions. 

www.ifrecor.com

IS SUPPORTED BY :
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AfB
The french Biodiversity Agency 

The French Biodiversity Agency (AFB), public institution within the Ecology 
Ministry, was founded on 1 January 2017. This new institution results from 
combining the skills, experience and actions of four organisations: the 
Marine Protected Areas Agency (AAMP), the ATEN, the National Agency 
for Water and Aquatic Environments (ONEMA) and the French National 
Parks. The ten national parks were affiliated with the Agency by ministerial 
decree.The French Biodiversity Agency contributes to achieving the 
objectives and guidelines for “reconquering” biodiversity. The Agency 

supports the implementation of public policies in all fields concerning the 
knowledge, conservation, management and restoration of biodiversity. 
With the combined expertise and know-how of its 1300-strong workforce, 
the agency is at the heart of the network of biodiversity stakeholders in 
both continental France and the overseas territories (OST).
www.afbiodiversite.fr
@AFBiodiversite

L’INSTITuT OCéANOGRAPHIQuE PAuL RICARD
To know, to make known and to protect the sea  
Marine biodiversity and the impact of climate change ; the preservation 
of heritage species; the management of living resources; ecological 
restoration; the search for nature-inspired solutions. These are the main 
themes of the research carried out at the Institut Océanographique Paul 
Ricard.
Founded by Paul Ricard in 1966 in response to one of the first cases of 
industrial pollution in the Mediterranean, the objective was to know, to 
make known and to protect the sea.  

To associate scientific research with raising public awareness: this concept, 
an original one in the 1960s, has become a priority with Ocean Literacy, 
initiated by UNESCO : to provide information for all on the major issues 
facing the ocean.
The Institut Océanographique Paul Ricard is a member of the Ocean and 
Climate Platform, which has the mission of placing the ocean at the core 
of the international climate issues agenda. 

www.institut-paul-ricard.org

IS SUPPORTED BY :
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AQuA LuNG
Aqua Lung is the name that introduced the world to scuba diving in 1943, 
when Jacques-Yves Cousteau and Émile Gagnan developed the first 
“aqua-lung” demand regulator. Little did they know, their work and their 
innovative scuba diving equipment would expand the very possibilities of 
underwater exploration.
Now, the excitement and adventurous spirit of that first dive lives on 
through Aqua Lung’s scuba diving gear. Our dedication to quality and 
innovation has led to the manufacture of the world’s premier scuba diving 
equipment for professional and recreational use. 

For over 70 years, Aqua Lung has given divers of all experience levels the 
means to live out their underwater endeavors. Whether you’re enjoying 
the beauty of coral reefs or getting up close and personal with a wreck, 
you’ll always feel prepared and in control with Aqua Lung.

www.aqualung.com/fr/

LE CONSERVATOIRE Du LITTORAL 
Created in 1975, the Conservatoire du littoral is a public institution 
dedicated to the protection of coastal areas, in France and French 
overseas, through a policy of coastal conservation, respect of natural sites 
and their ecological balance.
It participates to the preservation of a great diversity of fragile and 
threatened coastal ecosystems, such as dunes, wetlands, small islands, 
mangroves or coral reefs. The Conservatoire and its partners ensures 
today the protection of nearly 200.000 hectares, representing 13% of the 
french coastline.

Engaged since more than 20 years in several European and International 
cooperation programs (notably along Mediterranean, Western Africa and 
Indien Ocean shores), it accompany and support stakeholders involved 
in coastal conservation (Ministries, Coastal Agencies, site managers, local 
NGOs, …) in their policies and operations in favor of an integrated and 
sustainable management of marine, coastal and insular territories.

www.conservatoire-du-littoral.fr

IS SUPPORTED BY :
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mONTIER fESTIVAL PHOTO
International festival of Wildlife and Nature Photo of montier 

A unique event in Europe, the International Festival of Wildlife and Nature 
Photo of Montier is THE meeting place for enthusiasts, amateurs and 
professionals of wildlife photography and nature and the protection 
of the environment. It is open to all public, experienced or not. 
The 3rd weekend of November, it brings together the greatest 
photographers, scientists, journalists ... It is a privileged moment to observe 
more than 2000 photographs exposed inside and outside, to exchange, 
discuss, think about all the questions related to the environment, scientific 
knowledge and photo technology.
 

Great conferences and round tables given by specialists on these 
issues, thus stimulate and nourish the reflection of all. Environmental 
Education and Sustainable Development also holds an important 
place in Montier for young people in schools and families. 
It is also the occasion for the 44 000 visitors to observe the Ash Cranes 
on the Lac du Der, one of the largest artificial lakes in Europe and a true 
ornithological paradise that stands out for the richness of its biodiversity.

www.photo-montier.org

IS SUPPORTED BY :
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ICRI
International Coral Reef Initiative
www.icriforum.org 

IYOR
International year of reefs
www.iyor2018.org

CRIOBE
Centre for Island Research 
and Environmental Observatory
www.criobe. 

REEfSCAPERS
http://reefscapers.com 

mARINE SAVERS  
The marine conservation team at 
Four Seasons Resorts Maldives
http://marinesavers.com 

mAYOTTE mARINE  
NATuRAL PARk 
www.aires-marines.fr/L-Agence/
Organisation/Parcs-naturels-marins/
mayotte 

SAINT mARTIN  
NATIONAL RESERVE  
http://reservenaturelle-saint-martin.com 

TuBBATAHA REEfS  
NATIONAL PARk 
http://tubbatahareefs.org/ 

THE OCEAN AGENCY 
https://theocean.agency 

SCRIPPS  
Institution of Oceanography, 
University of California
San Diego 
https://scripps.ucsd.edu 

WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF :
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Océan Indien – Lagon de Mayotte - L’équipe du Parc Naturel Marin participe à surveiller l’état de santé des récifs coralliens selon le protocole « Reef Check ».

Indian Ocean — Mayotte Lagoon — A team of the National Marine Nature Park checks the condition of the coral reef following the “Reef Check” monitoring method.



Mer Rouge – Sud Egypte - Ce tombant vertigineux couvert de nombreuses espèces de coraux donne la dimension gigantesque de la vie corallienne.

Red Sea — southern Egypt — This dizzying drop covered in numerous species of corals helps fathom the gigantic dimension of coral reefs.



Océan Indien -  Maldives -  Les paysagistes des récifs « Reefscapers » propagent des boutures de coraux pour repeupler les fonds au pied d’un complexe hôtelier. 

Indian Ocean — Maldives — The “Reefscapers” (reef landscapers) propagate coral cuttings to refurbish the sea floor at the foot of a hotel complex.



Océan Pacifique – Polynésie Française – Rare et impressionnante agrégation de coraux champignons observée dans le lagon de Mangareva. 

Pacific Ocean — French Polynesia — A rare and impressive cluster of mushroom-shaped corals found in the Mangareva Lagoon.



Océan Pacifique – Polynésie Française – Attirant de nombreux voyageurs, les récifs coralliens jouent un rôle clé dans l’économie touristique des zones tropicales.

Pacific Ocean — French Polynesia — Coral reefs draw large numbers of visitors and thus play an essential role in the tourist economy of tropical zones.



Océan Pacifique – Polynésie Française – Archipel des Gambier – En croquant le corail mort, les poissons perroquets participent à maintenir l’équilibre du récif corallien.

Pacific Ocean — French Polynesia — Gambier Islands — By munching on dead coral, parrotfish help maintain the balance of the coral reef.
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Florence Limousin Rosenfeld

florencerosenfeld@agenceverbatim.com

+ 33 6 07 01 65 65

The press kit includes some photos and video on demand.
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